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Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 16th November 2025 – The Second Sunday Before Advent

This Sunday  
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     All-together Service with baptism 
6.30 pm       Evening Service  
 

Readings    2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 & Luke 21:5-19  
 

Collect  
Heavenly Lord, 
you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, 
restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope 
that all creation will one day be healed 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Flowers                  in memory of family members. 
                                 Sylvia Rusling. 
            
Diary for the week 
Monday 17th November 
9.30 – 11.15 am                ABC baby & toddler group 
Tuesday 18th November 
9.30 – 11.15 am                ABC baby & toddler group 
1.00 pm                              Mothers Union rehearsal            
6.00 pm                              Beavers                                             
Wednesday 19th November 
10.00 am                             Holy Communion      
6 pm -7 pm                         Vicars Hour 
6.00 – 9.00 pm                   Cubs & Scouts 
Thursday 20th November 
11.30 am-1.30 pm     Connect Lunch 
Open to all the community, free of charge. 
7.00 pm-9.00 pm                Alpha Course 
Friday 21st November 
12.30 pm                              Funeral Service 
Saturday 22nd November 
10.00 am – 12.00 pm         Sound Desk Training 
 

Next Sunday 22nd November 
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     Service with Holy Communion 
                      with Revd. Paul Hartley 
6.30 pm       Evening Service  
 

Readings    Colossians 1: 11-20 & Luke 23: 33-43 

 

Notices 
Wreath Making Workshop: 27th Nov, 12.30 & 7pm 

Join us & create a beautiful wreath for your door. 

Create a wreath using fresh spruce together with a 

selection of decorations. Support will be given for 

those who haven't made one before!  Come & join 

in the fun, bring your own drinks. Price £25 to 

include materials. Book via ChurchSuite or contact 

the office. 

Christmas Quiz: Sat 29th Nov, 6pm 

Free tickets are available by scanning the QR code 

on the poster in church, by using ChurchSuite or 

emailing the office. If you’re able, please bring 

something for the buffet & don’t forget to wear 

your Christmas jumper. Can you help in the 

kitchen? Let Sally know. 

Christmas Fair: Sat 6th Dec, (set up on Fri 5th) 

Any help to set up in the afternoon on Fri 5th Dec 

and to clear away after 4pm on Sat 6th Dec would 

be appreciated. Speak to Sally or Mandi Rugg. 

Thank you.  

Christmas Holiday Club: 22nd-24th Dec (TBC) 

We’d like to run a holiday club just before 

Christmas, but we need your help to do so. If 

you’re available to lend a hand & want to have 

some fun, let Gareth or Sally know. 

Christingles: 24th Dec, 3pm & 5pm 

The services are free, but booking is advised. 

Please book via ChurchSuite or email the office. 

Dates for your diaries                                                                                        
Alpha Course:    continues Thursday evenings, 7pm 
Wreath Making:                Thu 27th, 12.30pm & 7pm 
Christmas Quiz:                               Sat 29th Nov, 6pm 
Gift Day                                                      Sun 30th Nov 
In Loving Memory Service      Sun 30th Nov, 6.30pm 
A service for the bereaved. Refreshments from 5.30pm. 

MU Carol Concert:                           Tue 2nd Dec, 2pm 
Christmas Fair:                     Sat 6th Dec, 10am – 4pm 
Toy Service                                                   Sun 7th Dec 
Collecting new toys for St. Georges Crypt Toy Appeal. 

Pudsey Light Switch-on: Sun 7th Dec, 3-5pm/6-8pm 
Carols, Coffee & Cake at Pudsey House   
                                         Sat 20th Dec, 10am-12.00pm 
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Shirley’s Reflection   
 

 
Psalm 86 (from verses 1 -13) 
 
Hear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I call to You 
all day long. You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to You. Hear my 
prayer, O Lord, listen to my cry for mercy. In the day of my trouble I will call to You, for You will 
answer me. Teach me Your way, O Lord, and I will walk in Your truth; give me an undivided heart, 
that I may fear Your name. For great is Your love towards me. 
 
Recently, in our Connect Groups we considered how far we can control our lives through the power 
of 'positive thinking,' as some people claimed at the time. We soon realised that are are lots of 
circumstances that are out of our control, like serious health or financial problems. That is when we 
realise, with David, that we are poor and needy, and even more so in our relationship with God. Some 
struggle to control their temper, James, in his letter, shows the challenge of controlling the tongue 
and we all have difficulty in controlling our thought life, all of which the Lord knows well. 
 
We all need the mercy and grace of our 'forgiving and good' God, and, as Christians, we know that it 
is through faith in Jesus' death on the cross that we can receive that forgiveness, it is not something 
gained through 'positive thinking' or our good deeds. People who become Christians from other 
faiths, speak of the wonder of no longer trying desperately to please the holy God of justice and 
instead recognising, through Jesus, His acceptance, mercy and grace as their loving Father. Even 
though many of them may know great suffering for becoming Christians, they stay faithful, knowing 
that the burden of guilt is removed from their shoulders.  
 
Recognising how poor and needy we are in God's sight and how He reaches out to us in forgiveness, is 
how we come into a relationship with God in the first place. It is also a continuing need as we go on in 
the Christian life. Now, we recognise our wrong thoughts words and actions as spoiling our 
relationship with our loving Father and regularly seek His forgiveness. David's troubles were usually 
people who wanted to kill him; ours are different and varied, but very real and we also receive God's 
answer to our prayers, because of His great love for us. 
 
Like David, we also need to be taught God's will and way in every area of our life - to be whole-
hearted in our commitment to Him. And God has made provision for that too, in the gift of his Holy 
Spirit as our teacher, and His guidance for life in the Bible. Many young people are buying and reading 
the Bible these days, and yet many older Christians do not read it for themselves. Thank God that it is 
faithfully preached Sunday by Sunday in our church and studied together in our Connect Groups. But 
guided personal reading of God's Word is such a worth-while way of starting the day with God and 
receiving His message to us. Just before writing these thoughts, I heard the daily service beginning 
with the hymn "All my hope on God is founded," may that be true for us all.   
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