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Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 23rd November 2025 – Sunday Next Before Advent (Christ The King)

This Sunday  
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     Service with Holy Communion 
                      with Revd. Paul Hartley 
6.30 pm       Evening Service  
 

Readings    Colossians 1: 11-20 & Luke 23: 33-43 
 

Collect  
God the Father, 
help us to hear the call of Christ the King 
and to follow in his service, 
whose kingdom has no end; 
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, one glory. Amen.  
 

Flowers      in memory of Maureen Crossland.     
                                  

Diary for the week 
Monday 24th November 
9.30 – 11.15 am                ABC baby & toddler group 
Tuesday 25th November 
9.30 – 11.15 am                ABC baby & toddler group 
1.00 pm                              Mothers Union rehearsal            
6.00 pm                              Beavers                                             
Wednesday 26th November 
10.00 am                             Service of the word   
6.00 – 9.00 pm                   Cubs & Scouts 
Thursday 27th November 
11.30 am-1.30 pm     Connect Lunch 
Open to all the community, free of charge. 
12.30 pm – 2.30 pm           Wreath making workshop 
7.00 pm – 9.00 pm             Wreath making workshop 
Tickets £25 book via ChurchSuite or see Bev S. 
Saturday 29th November 
6.00 pm – 8.00 pm             Christmas Quiz 
Free tickets available via ChurchSuite. Wear your 
Christmas jumper & bring something for the Buffett. 
 

Next Sunday 30th November – Gift Day 
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     Service with Holy Communion 
6.30 pm       ‘In Loving Memory’ Service 
A special service offering a comforting space to 
reflect & remember loved ones we have lost. 
 

Readings    Isaiah 2: 1-5 & Matthew 24: 36-44 

Notices 
Christmas Quiz: Sat 29th Nov, 6-8pm 
Any help in the kitchen on the night would be 
appreciated, speak to Sally or Mandi.  
A list for what to bring for the buffet is out in 
church, if you can please sign up. Thank you. 
 
Gift Day: Sun 30th Nov 
This is a one-off opportunity for people to give a 
gift to the church in addition to their normal 
planned giving. It is a time to thank God & support 
our church’s work. Please prayerfully consider  
what you can give. Every gift, big or small, makes a 
difference.  
 
In Loving Memory Service: Sun 30th Nov, 6.30pm 
This special service is for those experiencing the 
loss of someone they love, whether recent or many 
years ago, we understand the absence of that 
person is still felt. Please think about who you 
could invite. There will be prayers, carols & 
readings, with refreshments served afterwards. 
 
Mothers Union Carol Concert: Tue 2nd Dec 
Please note the change time to 1.30pm. This is the 
perfect way to start the season, all welcome, 
refreshments will be served. 
 

Donations for Christmas Flowers: 

If you would like to donate towards the flower 

display in Church over Christmas, please pass 

donations to Jenny Crossland. 

 

Dates for your diaries                                                                                         
MU Carol Concert:                      Tue 2nd Dec, 1.30pm 
Christmas Fair:                     Sat 6th Dec, 10am – 4pm 
Toy Service                                                   Sun 7th Dec 
Collecting new toys for St. Georges Crypt Toy Appeal. 

Pudsey Light Switch-on: Sun 7th Dec, 3-5pm/6-8pm 
Carols, Coffee & Cake at Pudsey House   
                                         Sat 20th Dec, 10am-12.00pm 
Nativity Service                       Sun 21st Dec, 10.30am 
Carols by candlelight                Sun 21st Dec, 6.30pm 
Christingle Services         Wed 24th Dec, 3pm & 5pm 
Midnight Communion          Wed 24th Dec, 11.30pm 
Christmas Day Service                 Thu 25th Dec, 10am 
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Shirley’s Reflection   
 

The Lord visits Abraham 
 
The Lord appeared to Abraham while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the 
day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. He hurried from the entrance to his 
tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. ... Then the Lord said "Shall I hide from Abraham 
what I am about to do?" (Genesis 18 :1-3, 17) 
 
The Lord chose various ways to give His message to His faithful servants, who were to be leaders of 
His people in Old Testament times. Often it was simply a voice in their conscience, as we gather it 
usually was to Abraham, from the beginning of His relationship to him. (Genesis 12 : 1). Or it could be 
in a vision as in Genesis 15 : 1. Later, when He had something really important to say, a calling to 
someone for a life-changing task, as with Moses, He can use more visual means to catch their 
attention.  
 
Moses was no doubt quite settled as a shepherd near Mt. Sinai, but God had been preparing him for a 
hugely challenging task, to lead His people out of slavery in Egypt, and into the land promised to 
Abraham. On that occasion God used a bush, flaming but not burnt up, to draw his attention, so that 
He could speak to him. Later, when God's people had escaped from Egypt, He led them through the 
wilderness by a pillar of cloud in the daytime and fire at night, to guide them on their journey and tell 
them when to camp for a while. So, what is different about this passage from Genesis 18?  
 
Abraham recognised it as a special visit from God; the three 'men' suddenly appeared out of 
nowhere, when people would normally stay out of the mid-day sun. In the passage between our 
quotations, Abraham had given them true eastern hospitality - water to wash their feet and food and 
milk to eat and drink. Then 'the Lord' had assured them that by this time the following year Sarah 
would bear the long-promised son. When Sarah laughed at the thought, they were told that nothing 
is too hard for the Lord. 
 
The rest of the chapter makes clear that the three 'men' are, in fact,  the Lord and two angelic beings; 
so this is seen as a visit to earth of Jesus (God become man) before His birth in Bethlehem! How 
gracious of the Lord, to come in person to announce to this elderly couple, faithful through 25 years 
of waiting, that their son's birth was immanent! Then to decide to reveal His plans to Abraham, which 
would lead him to a prolonged prayer of intercession. No wonder Abraham is referred to elsewhere 
in the Bible as 'the friend of God'!  
 
So how does God speak to people today? Unlike Abraham, we have God's Word to us, the Bible, with 
examples of both obeying Him and rebelling against Him, and their consequences. We also have the 
perfect example of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and the gift of His Spirit to teach, guide and 
encourage us. He can use any or all of these ways to help us to live in a way that pleases Him in our 
everyday life. When He has something special to say to us, to lead us in new ways, He can give us a 
conviction in our heart and mind, as we pray. He can then confirm it in our regular Bible reading and 
by the advice and encouragement of our Christian friends. We can know a wonderful sense of His 
peace in our hearts when we go ahead in the way He leads. It's when we look back through our life, 
we see that, just as with Abraham, God is faithful to us as we trust and obey Him.      
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