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Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 30th November 2025 – Advent Sunday

This Sunday – Gift Day 
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     Service with Holy Communion 
6.30 pm       ‘In Loving Memory’ Service 
 

Readings    Isaiah 2: 1-5 & Matthew 24: 36-44 
 

Collect  
Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Flowers      in loving memory of Patricia Pulman.         
From Kelvin Pulman. 
                                  

Diary for the week 
Monday 1st December  
9.30 – 11.15 am            ABC baby & toddler group 
Tuesday 2nd December  
9.30 – 11.15 am            ABC baby & toddler group 
1.30 pm                          MU Carol Concert 
6.00 pm                          Beavers                                             
Wednesday 3rd December 
9.30 am – 3.00pm        Schools Christmas Workshop                  
6.00 – 7.00 pm              Vicars Hour 
6.00 – 9.00 pm              Cubs & Scouts 
Thursday 4th December  
9.30 am                           Flower Team In                       
11.30 am-1.30 pm   Connect Lunch 
Open to all the community, free of charge. 
Friday 5th December 
9.30 am – 12.00 pm      School Christmas Workshop  
1.00 pm – 6.00 pm        Christmas Fair Set up    
Saturday 6th December 
10.00 am – 4.00 pm      Christmas Fair 
 

Next Sunday 7th December  
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     Morning Worship & Toy Service 
3.00 pm       Church open/Pudsey Lights switch on 
 

Readings    Isaiah 11: 1-10 & Matthew 3: 1-12 
 

Notices 
Today is Gift Day 
This is a one-off opportunity for people to give a 
gift to the church in addition to their normal 
planned giving. It is a time to thank God & support 
our church’s work. Please prayerfully consider 
what you can give. Every gift, big or small, makes a 
difference.  
In Loving Memory Service: Sun 30th Nov, 6.30pm 
This evening, we have our special service for those 
experiencing the loss of someone they love, 
whether recent or many years ago, we understand 
the absence of that person is still felt. Please think 
about who you could invite. There will be prayers, 
carols & readings, with refreshments served 
afterwards. 
Mothers Union Carol Concert: Tue 2nd Dec 
Please note the change of time to 1.30pm. This is 
the perfect way to start the season, all welcome, 
refreshments will be served. 
Toy Service: Sun 7th Dec 
Next Sunday during the services we’ll be accepting 
donations of new toys for St. Georges Crypt Toy 
Appeal. By donating a toy, a child in Leeds who 
may not otherwise receive anything for Christmas 
will receive a gift on Christmas morning. Gifts can 
be for any age 0-18 years and unwrapped or 
wrapped (please label who it is suitable for). 
Donations for Christmas Flowers: 

If you would like to donate towards the flower 

display in Church over Christmas, please pass 

donations to Jenny Crossland. 

 

Dates for your diaries                                                                                         
Christmas Fair:                     Sat 6th Dec, 10am – 4pm 
Toy Service                                                   Sun 7th Dec 
Collecting new toys for St. Georges Crypt Toy Appeal. 

Pudsey Light Switch-on: Sun 7th Dec, 3-5pm/6-8pm 
Carols, Coffee & Cake at Pudsey House   
                                         Sat 20th Dec, 10am-12.00pm 
Nativity Service                       Sun 21st Dec, 10.30am 
Carols by candlelight                Sun 21st Dec, 6.30pm 
Christingle Services         Wed 24th Dec, 3pm & 5pm 
Midnight Communion          Wed 24th Dec, 11.30pm 
Christmas Day Service                 Thu 25th Dec, 10am 
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Shirley’s Reflection   
 

Genesis 32 (from verses 24-30) 
Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him. When the man saw that he could not overpower 
him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that it was wrenched. Then the man said "Let me go, for it 
is daybreak." But Jacob replied "I will not let you go unless you bless me." The man said "Your name 
will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have struggled both God and human beings and have 
overcome. Then he blessed him there. Jacob said "I saw the Lord face to face, and yet my life was 
spared!"  
 
Twenty years before this event, Jacob (whose name means heel-grabber/deceiver) had tricked his 
older twin, Esau, and deceived his father in order to get the birthright and blessing to be considered 
the leader of the family. God had intended Jacob to have this role anyway, but Jacob had to do it his 
way and angered his brother so much that he had to leave home.  
 
He travelled several hundred miles to his uncle's estate, where he was tricked into working 20 years 
to acquire a family and his own stock from the estate. Now he was going back home with them all, 
and heard that Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men! So as he came to a stream not very far 
from home he had sent all his stock and his family across the stream, intending to give Esau some of 
his stock in the hopes of a peaceful meeting. That's where our passage begins. 
 
Once again, as with Abraham we considered last week, the 'man' who wrestles with Jacob in no 
ordinary human being but the 'God-man' Jesus Himself. Jacob's new name means 'he struggles with 
God' and in one sense Jacob had been doing so all his life to get his own way. Now the struggle was 
physical and was necessary if Jacob/Israel was to be the sort of family-leader God required. That's 
why it is so important that he asked a blessing from his assailant, recognising he needed God's help. 
His walking with a limp for the rest of his life would always remind him to trust God instead of relying 
on his own wit and strength. 
 
So when Jesus came to earth to save all God's people He could have come as a grown man, as in 
these examples. But it was intended for Him to share with us all that it means to be human - sibling 
rivalry, working life, and all the joys, hurts, friendship and enmity, hunger, thirst, weariness, 
misunderstanding and pain we can all experience. That means that He can "sympathise with our 
weaknesses [as] tempted in every way, just as we are      - yet without sin" (Hebrews 4 : 15).  
 
Jesus showed us what God is like in His dealings with people throughout His life, and was the perfect 
representative of both God and human beings in His crucifixion and resurrection, by which He 
conquered sin and death for all believers. As the children's book has it 'God became like me!' and we 
could add that, by His Spirit, He is helping us to become more like Him and, as Jacob learnt 'to do it 
His way.' 
    

mailto:office@pudseyparish.org.uk

