Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 7" December 2025 — Second Sunday of Advent

This Sunday

9.00am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Toy Service

3 pm Open for Pudsey Lights Switch-On

Readings Isaiah 11: 1-10 & Matthew 3: 1-12

Collect

Almighty God,

purify our hearts and minds,

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour

we may be ready to receive him,

who is our Lord and our God. Amen.

Flowers inloving memory of Ken Rook.

Diary for the week

Monday 8" December

9.30-11.15am ABC baby & toddler group
Nativity Service

7.00 pm PCC Meeting
Tuesday 9t December
9.30-11.15am ABC baby & toddler group

Nativity Service
6.00 pm Beavers
Wednesday 10" December
I No Midweek Communion !
9.15-11.45am School Rehearsal
6.00-7.00 pm Vicars Hour
6.00 —9.00 pm Cubs & Scouts
Thursday 11t December
9.15am-11.00am Greenside Performance
11.30 am-1.30 pm Connect Lunch
Open to all the community, free of charge.

6.00 — 8.00 pm Greenside Performance
Friday 12" December
11.30 am Funeral Service for the late

Bruce Hutton

Next Sunday 14" December

9.00 am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evening Service

Readings Isaiah 35: 1-10 & Matthew 11: 2-11

Notices

Pudsey Lights Switch-On

This evening church is open from 3pm for the light

switch-on in Pudsey. We'll have refreshments on

offer and the bouncy castle for the children.

If you’d like to lend a hand, please see Tom Bright.

Wednesday Midweek Communion Service

Please note there are no midweek services in

December.

Donations for Christmas Flowers:

If you would like to donate towards the flower

display in Church over Christmas, please pass

donations to Jenny Crossland.

Thank You!

e To everyone who attended the quiz, we had
nearly 150 guests & everyone seemed to enjoy
it. Big thanks to Mandi Rugg for organising it
and to those who helped in the kitchen.

e Thanks to the volunteers who have hosted
some of the local schools for a Christmas
workshop, sharing the real meaning of the
season.

Dates for your diaries

Carols, Coffee & Cake at Pudsey House
Sat 20t Dec, 10am-12.00pm
Sun 215t Dec, 10.30am
Sun 215 Dec, 6.30pm
Wed 24t Dec, 3pm & 5pm
Wed 24 Dec, 11.30pm
Thu 25% Dec, 10am

Nativity Service
Carols by candlelight
Christingle Services
Midnight Communion
Christmas Day Service
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Shirley’s Reflection

Prophecies about Jesus' birth

The Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and will
call him Immanuel (Isaiah 7 : 14).

A child has been born for us. We have been given a son who will be our ruler. He will always rule with
honesty and justice. The Lord All-powerful will make certain this is done. (Isaiah 9 (from verses 6&7).

The first passage was part of a message from God to the king at the time and went on to tell him
what God had in store for him and his people. That the mother of the coming child is called the virgin,
means that she was known to the king and the name to be given to the child means 'God is with us'.
So, when this child was born that would be a sign of the Isaiah's message being fulfilled.

This message has also been seen as a prophecy of the birth of Jesus; there are many messages in the
Old Testament which refer to something at the time but are more fully realised in Jesus. The child
referred to in Isaiah was a sign of God's presence, but Jesus was and is God's presence with His
people. His mother, Mary, was indeed a virgin as Jesus had no earthly biological father. As Mary was
told, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So,
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God."

She was to call Him Jesus (meaning God saves) and that His kingdom would never end (Luke 1 :
from331 -35).

Apparently, biblical historians have not been able to identify any king or prince with the child of our
second passage, but it certainly refers to a king to rule over God's people at some time. During His
earthly life, Jesus clearly stood for honesty and justice; He hated hypocrisy and the marginalisation of
the sick, poor and vulnerable. But his rule at that time was over his followers' hearts and lives and
largely unseen by others.

However, other prophecies assure us of a time when He will indeed reign, and that reign will be for
ever. Jesus and His apostles taught about this in more detail (e.g. 1 Thessalonians 4 : 13-18). God's
ancient people always expected His Messiah (specially anointed leader) to come at the end of the
age. We learn from later scriptures, that He will right all wrongs, bringing justice and peace and an
end to all evil, suffering and death (Revelation 21 : 1-4) In Advent we look back to Jesus' first coming
and celebrate it with joy, and we also look forward with assured hope to His return, when we shall be
with Him in His kingdom of love, light, peace and joy for ever.
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