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Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 14th December 2025 – Third Sunday of Advent 

This Sunday  
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     Service with Holy Communion 
6.30 am       Evening Service 
 

Readings    Isaiah 35: 1-10 & Matthew 11: 2-11 
 

Collect  
God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of 
your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Flowers     in loving memory of Ken Hardy  
                                  

Diary for the week 
Monday 15th December  
9.30 – 11.15 am            ABC baby & toddler group  
                                         Christmas Party                                         
Tuesday 16th December  
9.30 – 11.15 am            ABC baby & toddler group 
                                         Christmas Party       
1.15 – 3.00 pm              Waterloo KS2 Christmas   
                                         Performance  
6.00 pm                          Beavers                                           
Wednesday 17th December 
! No Midweek Communion ! 
10.00 – 11.30 am          Waterloo KS2 Christmas  
                                         Performance 
2.00 – 3.00 pm              Southroyd Christmas Service                  
6.00 – 7.00 pm              Vicars Hour 
6.00 – 9.00 pm              Cubs & Scouts 
Thursday 18th December       
11.30 am-1.30 pm   Connect Lunch 
Open to all the community, free of charge. 
6.00 – 7.00 pm              Primrose Hill Carol Concert 
8.00 – 9.00 pm              Christmas Choir Rehearsal 
Friday 19th December 
9.30 – 12.00 pm            Flower Team in 
10.00 am                        Lowtown Soundcheck 
1.00 – 2.30 pm              Lowtown Christmas Service   
Saturday 20th December 
8.00 – 10.00 am            Christmas Choir Rehearsal 
10.00 – 12.00 pm          Coffee, Cake & Carols                                          

Next Sunday 21st December  
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     Nativity Service  
6.30 pm       Carols by Candlelight 

 

Readings    Isaiah 7: 10-16 & Matthew 1: 18-end 
 

Notices 
Coffee, Cake & Carols at Pudsey House: 
Sat 20th Dec, 10am-12pm 
Join us at Pudsey House in the marketplace for 
coffee, cakes & carols. Last year’s event was our 
first, and it was warmly welcomed by the 
community. We’re excited to bring it back and 
would love your support! Ways you can help: bake, 
serve, sing, dress up & pray! Please pray that God 
works through our efforts for His purpose and 
glory. Spread the word by inviting friends, family, & 
neighbours. Together, we can make this year’s 
gathering even more special. See Bev Stephenson. 
Thank You! 

To everyone who came along to the Christmas Fair. 

It was great to see so many people coming into 

church & enjoying this festive event. A big thank 

you to the team who organised it; Mandi, Sarah & 

Ang and to those who lent a hand on the day. 
Wednesday Midweek Communion Service 
Please note due to school performances there are 
no midweek services in December.  
Donations for Christmas Flowers 

If you would like to donate towards the flower 

display in Church over Christmas, please pass 

donations to Jenny Crossland. 

 

Dates for your diaries                                                                                         
Christingle Services         Wed 24th Dec, 3pm & 5pm 
Midnight Communion          Wed 24th Dec, 11.30pm 
Christmas Day Service                 Thu 25th Dec, 10am 
 
Keep an eye out in the new year for details of 
upcoming courses, we’re hoping to run a bible 
course and parenting course.  
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Shirley’s Reflection   
 

Bethlehem and Galilee 
 
Bethlehem, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for Me, one who will 
rule over Israel, whose origins are from ancient times. He will stand and shepherd His flock in the 
strength of the Lord, and He will be their peace. (Micah 5 : 2, 4 &5) 
 
In the future [God] will honour Galilee of the Gentiles. The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light. For to us a Son is born. He will reign on David's throne with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and for ever. (Isaiah 9 : 1 & 2, 6 & 7) 
 
Judah was the fourth son of Leah, the wife Jacob was tricked into marrying. Her first three sons were 
given names which expressed her hope that Jacob would love her, but Judah means 'praise' and at 
his birth she said "This time I will praise the Lord."  Later, his tribe led the people of Israel to the 
Promised land and later still remained true to God, when most of the other tribes rebelled against 
Him. They settled around Bethlehem where David was chosen as the future king, with his 
descendants to follow him as kings of Judah. But the prophecy of Micah, written after the time of 
David, refers to 'great David's greater son,' Jesus. Bethlehem was about 4 or 5 miles from Jerusalem. 
Joseph, and presumably Mary, were of the tribe of Judah, but lived in Galilee, much further north. 
 
Galilee was separated from the southern area of Judea by Samaria, and Samaritans were despised 
by the Jews because they had intermarried with Gentiles and set up their own temple. Strict Jews 
travelling from Galilee would cross the river Jordan twice to avoid Samaria! So why did Mary and 
Joseph go to Bethlehem when Mary was well advanced in pregnancy? As quite often in the Bible, 
God can use the acts and decisions of non-believers to carry out His plans. In this case a decree 
from the Roman governors, that all Jews should go to their tribal towns to be counted, meant their 
making that long journey for Jesus to be born in the town of His ancestors, as God had planned. He 
was sometimes referred to as the Son of David, and was recognised as King of the Jews. 
 
What else can we learn about Jesus from these prophecies? His origins were indeed 'from ancient 
times', in fact from eternity, as He was there with God at the Creation of the world (John 1 : 1-3). He 
was 'the good shepherd' who cared for His flock and gave His life to save them, and all who would 
later believe in Him (John  10 : 14-16) He always did what His Father God wanted with strength from 
Him, and He gives His people the inner peace of God's love, forgiveness and grace, whatever their 
outward circumstances.  
 
Although Jesus came primarily for 'the lost sheep' of God's people, He also accepted believing 
Samaritans and Gentiles, Galilee being surrounded by these non-Jewish tribes. He certainly brought 
the light of God's love to all who turned to Him, and the people of Galilee, being the most neglected 
by the Jewish leaders from 'down south', were the people most aware of their need of the justice and 
righteousness He came to bring. It was there that He did most of His teaching and miracles, bringing 
to them the light of understanding God's loving purposes. In Advent we celebrate the hope, peace, 
joy and love that He showed to them and continues to show to us.    
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