Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 21°* December 2025 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

This Sunday

9.00am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am All Age Nativity Service

6.30 pm  Carols by Candlelight

Readings Isaiah 7: 10-16 & Matthew 1: 18-end

Collect

Eternal God,

as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,

so we wait for his coming in glory;

bring us through the birth pangs of this present
age to see, with her,

our great salvation

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Diary for the week

Monday 22nd December

10.00 am Christingle Preparation

All welcome to help prep 300 oranges ready for the
Christingle services

Wednesday 24" December

3.00 pm Christingle
5.00 pm Christingle
11.30 pm Midnight Communion

Thursday 25" December
10.00 am
Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion

Next Sunday 28th December

9.00am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evening Service

Readings Jeremiah 31: 15-17
Matthew 2: 13-18

Notices

Christingle prep: Mon 22" Dec, 10am

We’ve got 300 oranges to get ready for the
Christingle Services, and we’d love a hand! If you
can spare an hour or two on Monday morning,
come along and join us.

Pastoral Team

Our pastoral team are doing a wonderful job
faithfully visiting members of our church family
who are unable to attend services in person. These
visits are an important outreach that offer an
opportunity to share fellowship, encouragement
and prayer.

Alison, Hazel, and Margaret would especially like to
thank all of you for keeping them in prayer.

Dates for your diaries

Keep an eye out in the new year for details of
upcoming courses, we’re hoping to run a bible
course and parenting course.

A Clovstinay Poayen

Heavenly Father, TOGETHER
Thank you for the priceless gift of Jesus, the

light of the world and the hope of all creation.

Fill our hearts with joy that overflows into acts

of generosity this Christmas.

Bless those who need provision, love, and

renewed hope.

Surround the lonely with Your peace, uplift

the grieving with Your comfort, and strengthen

the weary.

Teach us to work together to share Your
blessings boldly and reflect Your grace brightly.
Remind us always of Your unending love and
the joy of giving.

Amen.

We wish you a Happy Christmas, filled with hope,
peace, love and joy.

Contacts

Clergy Rev Gareth Howles

07795 268997 vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk
Parish Administrator Sally Corbin-Smith

0113 2577843 office@pudseyparish.org.uk
Church Wardens

Marian Ashby — 07971 323749

Trevor Newbold — 07999 710320

Pastoral Care Team
pastoral@pudseyparish.org.uk
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Shirley’s Reflection

The announcement of two special babies

How can | be sure of this? | am an old man and my wife is well on in years. (Luke 1 : 18)
How wiill this be, since | am a virgin? (Luke 1 : 34)

These were the reactions of two people to the news that they were to have sons, and in both cases,
this seemed humanly impossible. Their questions seem quite similar but, in fact, show very different
attitudes. The first was from the elderly priest Zechariah and he was given a great deal of information
about his son, including his name and his very special role in preparing people for the coming of
God's long-promised Messiah. And this message was given to him by the archangel Gabriel, no less!
But many years of disappointment had convinced Zechariah that he and Elizabeth were destined to
be childless.

His question to the angel showed that he doubted God's promise and, because of his lack of faith, he
was struck dumb and would only be able to speak again when the baby was born. When cut off from
normal communication with other people, by iliness or distance, we have to make quite a lot of
adjustments, but as God's people we can spend more time with Him and that is what Zechariah
seems to have done. Having written that his son was to be called John, he broke into a lovely song of
praise to God (Luke 1 : 68-79), realising that He was about to send His Messiah (Anointed One)
promised to Abraham centuries ago. So his son was to herald God's Messiah and help people
recognise their need to repent and be ready for the salvation that He would bring. What an honour!

The second question is from Mary and she was also told by Gabriel about the Son she would bring
into the world, including His name - Jesus - meaning 'God saves.' Her question did not show any
doubt about the archangel's words but simply wanted to know how God would make it happen. That's
when she was told that the Holy Spirit would play the father's part. Gabriel also told her about her
cousin Elizabeth's pregnancy. Then an angel appeared to her promised husband, Joseph, to help
him understand that Mary had not been unfaithful, and he was given the responsibility of looking after
Mary and her Son.

The coming of God's Messiah into the world was such a unique and momentous event that God
chose very carefully the people who would be most involved in it. Zechariah might have had a wobbly
but his song of praise when John was born showed his genuine devotion to God, and joy at the
privilege of bringing up the future herald of the Messiah. Mary went to visit Elizabeth for the first 3
months of her pregnancy when Elizabeth's son 'moved within her', as if already recognising God's
Messiah. No doubt Elizabeth also helped Mary understand the effects of pregnancy. Mary also sang
a lovely song of praise to God (Luke 1 : 46-55). We pray that we might have Mary's attitude of
humble obedience - "l am the Lord's servant! Let it happen to me as you have said." And that many
more people, this Christmas, will come to worship and serve her Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
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