Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 1% February 2026 — The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

This Sunday
9.00am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Morning Worship no communion
6.30 pm  Evening Service
Readings 1 Corinthians 1: 18-end

John 2: 1-11
Collect
God of heaven,
you send the gospel to the ends of the earth
and your messengers to every nation:
send your Holy Spirit to transform us
by the good news of everlasting life
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Flowers birthday memories of Patricia Pullman.

Diary for the week

Monday 2" February

9.30am—-11.15am  ABC baby & toddler group
12.45 pm —2.15 pm Ruth Connect Group

7.00 pm Bible Course

Tuesday 3" February

9.30am—-11.15am  ABC baby & toddler group
2.00 pm—=4.00 pm Mothers Union Meeting

6.00 pm Beavers

Wednesday 4" February

10 am Midweek Communion

12 pm-2.30 pm Esther Connect Group
6.00 pm Vicars Hour by appointment
6.00 pm Cubs

7.30 pm Scouts

Thursday 5t February

11.30 am-1.30 pm Connect

Free light lunch served, open to all the community.
8.00 pm —9.00 pm  Parenting for Faith

Please note this is not in church — please ask for details.
Saturday 7" February

7.00 pm Roots Alive Ceilidh

Next Sunday 8" February 2026

9.00 am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evening Service

Readings: Genesis 1: 1-2: 3 & Matthew 6: 25-end

Notices

Mothers Union Meeting
The next Mothers' Union meeting will be on Tue 3rd
Feb at 2pm in Church. It is "I made you wonderful”
a Bible Reflection using Psalm 139. Everyone is
welcome to join us, including for light refreshments
afterwards.
Valentine Quiz: Sat 14" Feb, 6-8.30pm
Sign-up for the first quiz of the year via ChurchSuite or
on the sign-up sheet in church. This event is free to
attend, but if you are able, please bring a dish to share
(on a plate or in a container ready to go straight onto
the table). Please label your container or plate with
your name, so it gets back to you!
Church Cleaning: Sat 21 Feb, 9am
Volunteers needed! Meeting at 9am, we’ll be doing a
deep clean & filling a skip. Breakfast will be served. If
you can spare a bit of time, we’d love your help.
Schools in Church
We’d like to be able to offer the local primary schools
the chance to come in to church to learn more about
the Easter story. To make this important outreach
possible, we need a team to help. If you're willing to get
involved welcoming the children, supporting the
activities & maybe dressing up! Your contribution would
make a real difference. This is a great chance to share
the message of Easter and to strengthen our
connection with local schools. Please speak to Gareth or
Sally.
Concerts in Church
Our church building will be the venue for several
musical events organised by visiting groups.

e Sat 7" Feb, 7 pm

City of Leeds Youth Music Group present ‘Roots

Alive Ceilidh’

e Sat 7" Mar, 3pm

Masterworks Chorale Concert & Cake

e Sat 21 Mar, 7.30 pm

Leeds Male Voice Choir Chorale Concert
All are welcome, please see the visiting groups’ own
websites, for ticket information. (info on posters in
church)

Dates for your diaries

Sat 14 Feb: 6-8.30 pm

Wed 18 Feb: 10 am & 6.30 pm
Ash Wednesday Services

Valentine Quiz

Tue 3™ March: 2-4 pm
Mothers Union AGM & Lent Talk
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Shirley’s Reflection

God's anger is revealed from heaven against all ... sin and evil. Ever since God created the
world His invisible qualities ... His eternal power and His divine nature have been clearly seen
... in the things that God has made.

So people have no excuse. (Romans 1 from18- 20)

Everyone has sinned and is far from God's saving presence. But God....(Romans 3 :23-26).

People don't like to hear the word 'sin' but in the Bible it means all that is not in line with God's will
and character. Have you noticed how prominent people, when found out to have deliberately done
wrong, say they 'made a mistake' and, if they say 'sorry," it's sorry that people have been hurt or
upset (or worse) by their wrong words or actions, not sorry for saying or doing them. Their sin is more
public, but we can all do or say wrong things and make excuses for them, or not do or say what we
should, and so miss out on doing good.

We saw last week how the Psalmist's sight of the splendour of the night sky revealed something of
the glory of the Creator-God. St. Paul, speaking to philosophers in Athens, a city with many 'gods’,
tells of the Creator God who "has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their
seasons; He provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy." (Acts 14: 17). Of course,
they didn't have the theory of evolution which made people think the Bible was wrong. Many Christian
scientists today have no problem with evolution giving one theory as to how the world came into
being, and the Bible's concern with why it was created - as a way for God to share His glory and His
love with us humans, as the crown of His creation.

God is Love and when mankind turned away from Him into sin, as humans have done since the
beginning, wanting our own way rather than His, He knew that only He could provide a way for us to
get back to the loving relationship with Him that we were made for. So although our second quotation
above is true of all mankind the hint of the words 'but God' goes on to tell us how He overcame that
problem.

Many of God's ancient people were shepherds and the way God provided for them to be forgiven and
accepted by Him, was for a lamb to be offered as a sacrifice; God is holy and cannot look on sin, so
as sinners they (and we) deserve to die. So God accepted a lamb sacrificed as a substitute, but He
always intended to deal with the sin problem once and for all; after John had baptised Jesus, he told
2 of his followers that Jesus was "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." (John 1:
29).

Some people think that God was cruel to let His Son suffer that agonising death on the cross, but it
was something planned by God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - and Jesus assures His bewildered
disciples telling them: "No one takes My life from Me. | give it up willingly! | have the power to give it
up and the power to receive it back again, just as My Father commanded me to do." (John 10: 18)
Jesus was completely man and completely God so He could represent both the sinner, and the holy
God we had sinned against, in His death on the cross. That's how much He loved us! As St. Paul put
it: "God showed how much He loved us by having Christ die for us, even though we were sinful ... He
made peace with us, because His Son died for us."(Romans 5: 8-10). May we live and serve Him in
the wonder of that love and peace.

(I'm hoping that someone will feel able to serve God by writing one of these reflections from time to
time!)
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