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Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 4th January 2026 - The Second Sunday of Christmas/Epiphany 
 

This Sunday 
9.00 am      Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am    Service of the Word             
6.30 pm      Evening Service 
 

Readings   Jeremiah 31: 7-14. 
                     John 1: 1-9, 10-18. 
 

Collect 
God our Father, 
in love you sent your Son 
that the world may have life: 
lead us to seek him among the outcast 
and to find him in those in need, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 
 

Flowers     My mum’s anniversary.  
                     With love Angela Garrick. 
 

Diary for the week 
Monday 5th January 
10.30 am        ABC Meeting 
Tuesday 6th January 
6.00 pm        Beavers 
Wednesday 7th January 
10 am           Midweek Communion 
6.00 pm         Cubs 
7.30 pm         Scouts 
Thursday 8th January 
11.30 am-1.30 pm  Connect 
Free light lunch served, open to all the community. 
8.00 pm – 9.00 pm      Parenting for Faith 
 

Next Sunday 11th January 2026 
9.00 am      Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am    Service with Holy Communion 
6.30 pm      Evening Service 
 

Readings   Isaiah 42: 1-9. 
                       Matthew 3: 13-end. 
 

Notices  
Vacant Flower Date 
25th January, please see Jenny Crossland. 
 

Parenting for Faith 
Our Parenting for Faith course begins on Thursday 
8th January at 8pm and runs for 8 weeks. It’s a 
friendly, practical space to explore how we can 
help our children grow in faith with confidence and 
ease. Whether you’re a parent, carer or simply 
interested, you’re welcome to join us. If you’d like 
to come along or want to know more, please speak 
to Deb Lewin. 
Bible Course 
From Genesis through to Revelation, we’re kicking 
off a new Bible Course on Monday 12th January at 
7pm and it runs for 8 weeks. Get to grips with the 
Bible’s key themes, characters and stories, in a 
relaxed and friendly group where everyone is 
welcome. Register via ChurchSuite or contact the 
Parish Office. 
A message from Fulneck Church 
Janet Cooper would like to share the sad news of 
the passing of one of the Fulneck sisters, Vi Hayton 
who sadly died on 22nd December. For those that 
knew Vi, she was a stalwart of Women's World Day 
of Prayer in Pudsey with meetings often happening 
in her home. The funeral will take place on the 
15th January at Fulneck. The family and Vi will 
arrive at 11.15am and the service will begin at 12 
noon. Please keep her family in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
                                                                 

Dates for your diaries 
Saturday 30th January – save the date! We’re 
having a party. Details to follow soon. 

 
Contacts  
Clergy 
Rev Gareth Howles - 07795 268997 
vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk 
Parish Administrator 
Sally Corbin-Smith – 0113 2577843 
office@pudseyparish.org.uk  
Church Wardens 
Marian Ashby – 07971 323749 
Trevor Newbold – 07999 710320 
Pastoral Care Team 
pastoral@pudseyparish.org.uk 
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Shirley’s Reflection 

 
 

It seemed good to me to write an orderly account so that you may know the certainty of the things you have 
been taught. (Luke 1 from 1-4) 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census be taken of the entire Roman world. And all went 
to their own towns to register. So Joseph went from Nazareth to Bethlehem to register with Mary who was 
expecting a child. (Luke 2 from 1-5)   
 
Stories of Jesus were passed down by word of mouth, from those who were there to see and hear Him, to 
anyone who showed an interest. Then some of them realised they needed to make a written record and Luke, 
a learned man, decided to research these stories and set them in their historical time, so that people would 
know they were absolutely true. He got much of his material from Mary, the mother of Jesus, and began with 
the news of the birth of John the Baptist, the herald to prepare people for the coming of Jesus, the long-
promised Messiah, and Mary learning He would be conceived through the Holy Spirit, to be wholly man and 
wholly God. 
 
Today's biblical historians have problems with working out the year and season of Jesus' birth, but people of 
the time would know exactly when it was from Luke's account, and non-Christian historians of the time 
verified it. Recent translations of the Greek state that 'there was no guest-room available' and it may well be 
that Joseph had gone to the home of someone, like him descended from David, still living in the town, in a 
typical house with a guest-room to one side and a stable to the other. So distant relations could have been 
there to help Mary, as a teen-age first-time mother, at the birth. Mary had spoken of God's mercy throughout 
the generations of those who 'fear' Him and how He lifts up the humble. She was a simple village girl but 
genuinely 'feared' God in the sense of honouring Him in His greatness, majesty and love of his people. And the 
first people to hear of Jesus' birth were also humble - shepherds spending the night guarding their sheep.  
 
The first people to believe in God and becoming the founders of their race, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, were 
shepherds. David, their greatest king had been a shepherd boy, and God wanted all His leaders to be 
shepherds of His people. But by the time of Jesus shepherds were despised by the religious leaders. Their full-
time work meant they were unable to keep the weekly Sabbath and the yearly festivals which, for those 
leaders, were absolutely necessary to be accepted as God's people. But it was the people despised by the 
'holy men' who were drawn to Jesus by His compassion and love. 
 
And it was to those poor shepherds that God sent an angel, who came to tell them of their Saviour's birth and 
included them in the light of the glory of God that surrounded them, (2 : 9) a terrifying experience! But he 
said, "Do not be afraid," and told them where the baby could be found. Then they were treated to an angel 
choir singing of God's glory and peace on earth to those 'on whom His favour rests,' and that included those 
shepherds. No wonder they went to see the baby Jesus and, having seen Him, told everybody what they'd 
been told about Him, to everyone's amazement!. God's people had been waiting for centuries for their 
promised Messiah and it was the humble people who recognised Him and became His followers. 
  
We have come to know that Jesus not only showed God's love in His words and actions but also in taking the 
punishment for our sin upon Himself on the cross, so that we can be accepted in God's kingdom and family. 
We need, like the shepherds, to share that news and that love with others, that many more people will come 
to know the hope, peace, joy and love of the baby of Bethlehem, who is Jesus, our Saviour and Lord. 
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