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Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 11th January 2026 - The First Sunday of Epiphany/Baptism of Christ 
 

This Sunday 
9.00 am      Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am    Service with Holy Communion         
6.30 pm      Evening Service 
 

Readings   Isaiah 42: 1-9. 
                       Matthew 3: 13-end. 
 

Collect 
Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 
may we recognize him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your beloved 
children; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 

Flowers     Birthday memories of Keith,  
                     from Anne.  
 

Diary for the week 
Monday 12th January 
9.30 am – 11.15 am       ABC baby & toddler group 
7.00 pm                            PCC Meeting 
Tuesday 13th January 
9.30 am – 11.15 am       ABC baby & toddler group 
6.00 pm                            Beavers 
Wednesday 14th January 
10 am            Midweek Communion 
6.00 pm         Vicars Hour 
6.00 pm         Cubs 
7.30 pm         Scouts 
Thursday 15th January 
11.30 am-1.30 pm  Connect 
Free light lunch served, open to all the community. 
8.00 pm – 9.00 pm      Parenting for Faith 
Friday 16th January  
7.00 pm – 9.00 pm      Music Rehearsal 
 

Next Sunday 18th January 2026 
9.00 am      Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am    All-Together Service 
6.30 pm      Evening Service 
 

Readings   Isaiah 49: 1-7  
                     John 1: 29-42 

Notices  
Vacant Flower Date 
25th January, please see Jenny Crossland. 
Parenting for Faith 
Our Parenting for Faith continues this Thursday at 
8pm. It’s a friendly, practical space to explore how 
we can help our children grow in faith with 
confidence and ease. Whether you’re a parent, 
carer or simply interested, you’re welcome to join 
us. If you’d like to join in, please speak to Deb 
Lewin. 
Bible Course 
From Genesis through to Revelation, we’re kicking 
off a new Bible Course on Monday 19th January 
(note the date change!) at 7pm and it runs for 8 
weeks. Get to grips with the Bible’s key themes, 
characters and stories, in a relaxed and friendly 
group where everyone is welcome. Register via 
ChurchSuite or contact the Parish Office. 
Sunday Service Rotas 
The rotas for Jan to Mar are now on ChurchSuite 
and a paper copy is at the back of church in the 
warden’s unit. If you would like to go on a rota, 
please speak to Marian or Sally. We are particularly 
in need of people to do the prayers at the 9am 
service. 
                                                                 

Dates for your diaries 
Friday 30th January – save the date! We’re having a 
party. Details to follow soon. 

 
Contacts  
Clergy 
Rev Gareth Howles - 07795 268997 
vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk 
Parish Administrator 
Sally Corbin-Smith – 0113 2577843 
office@pudseyparish.org.uk  
Church Wardens 
Marian Ashby – 07971 323749 
Trevor Newbold – 07999 710320 
Pastoral Care Team 
pastoral@pudseyparish.org.uk 
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Shirley’s Reflection 

 

Now, Lord, You have kept Your promise and may let Your servant go in peace. With my own eyes I 
have seen Your salvation. a light to reveal Your will to the Gentiles and bring glory to Your people 
Israel. (Luke 2 : 29-32) 
 
This Child is chosen by God for the destruction and the salvation of many in Israel ... And sorrow, like 
a sharp sword, will break your own heart. (Luke 2 : from 34 - 35) 
 
At that time Anna came in and praised God. She spoke about the Child Jesus to everyone who 
hoped for Jerusalem to be set free (Luke 2 : 3)   
 
Joseph and Mary had taken Jesus, 40 days after His birth, to the Temple in Jerusalem to perform the 
customary rites for a new mother and a first born son. There they were greeted by two elderly people 
who were faithfully waiting for God's long-promised Messiah to bring His salvation to earth. The first, 
Simeon, had been told by God that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Messiah; he was 
prompted by the Holy Spirit to go to the Temple when the Holy Family came in. As he took the baby 
Jesus in his arms, the Lord enabled him to recognise Him as the Messiah, so now he could die 
happy. 
 
After the visit of the joyful shepherds, we're told that Mary 'kept thinking about all this and wondered 
what it meant'. Like any mother holding a new-born baby, Mary would no doubt have hopes and 
dreams for Him, but with angels and shepherds involved, she must have wondered if this sort of thing 
would be a regular occurrence for her special baby. So Simeon's words, about His effects on God's 
people, and her own suffering at what would happen to Him, would also be something else she would 
remember with concern about what it would mean. 
 
We're told that Anna was an elderly prophet, who lived in a room off the Temple courts, worshipping 
God with prayer and fasting. She, too, recognised this baby and thanked God for Him. We are not 
told her actual words but that she spread the news of His arrival to all God's faithful people who were 
looking forward to His salvation. 
 
Do we, I wonder, have the same sense of expectation about the time when Jesus will return to earth, 
to take his people to be with Him for evermore? Perhaps, like Mary, we are puzzled about what it will 
be like, but we can, like Simeon and Anna, especially if we are older and less able to be actively 
involved, be willing to spend more time in worship and prayer, to be kept faithful in our everyday life, 
while waiting for that time. We older members are wonderfully cared for by others in our church 
family., and we can support them in prayer - the power-house behind everything else that takes place 
here. Do you, or could you commit to praying for specific (groups of) people, or events in church or 
community? Some of you may also be concerned for events in the wider world and Christians 
involved there. Please remember the group of 4 of us, who have a ministry of prayer, in confidence, 
for church members in times of need, distress, uncertainty or challenge. 
Please remember also that it would be good to have a reflection from other members of the church.  
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