
Notices for this sheet to be sent by Wednesday 11am to office@pudseyparish.org.uk 0113 2577843 

www.pudseyparish.org.uk 

 
Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 18th January 2026 – The Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

This Sunday 
9.00 am      Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am    Service of the Word with baptism 
6.30 pm      Evening Service 

Readings   Isaiah 49: 1-7  
                     John 1: 29-42                        
Collect 
Eternal Lord, 
our beginning and our end: 
bring us with the whole creation 
to your glory, hidden through past ages 
and made known 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Flowers     Keith Barnes,  
                     loved & remembered every day.  
 

Diary for the week 
Monday 19th January 
9.30 am – 11.15 am       ABC baby & toddler group 
7.00 pm                            Bible Course 
Tuesday 20th January 
9.30 am – 11.15 am       ABC baby & toddler group 
6.00 pm                            Beavers 
Wednesday 21st January 
10 am                              Midweek Communion 
12 pm-2.30 pm               Esther Connect Group  
6.00 pm                            Vicars Hour by appointment 

6.00 pm                            Cubs 
7.30 pm                            Scouts 
Thursday 22nd January 
11.30 am-1.30 pm  Connect 
Free light lunch served, open to all the community. 

8.00 pm – 9.00 pm      Parenting for Faith                                        
  

Next Sunday 25th January 2026 
9.00 am      Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am    Service with Holy Communion 
6.30 pm      Evening Service 
 

Readings   Acts 9: 1-22 
                     Matthew 19: 27-end 
 

Notices  
Today we welcome Lenny Plews and his family and 
friends as he’s baptised today. We welcome him 
into the family of the church and pray that he will 
know God's love, protection and guidance. 
Parenting for Faith 
Continues this Thursday at 8pm. Whether you’re a 
parent, carer or simply interested, you’re welcome 
to join us. If you’d like to join in, please speak to 
Deb Lewin. 
Bible Course 
From Genesis through to Revelation, we’re kicking 
off a new Bible Course on Monday 19th January 
(note the date change!) at 7pm and it runs for 8 
weeks. Get to grips with the Bible’s key themes, 
characters and stories, in a relaxed and friendly 
group where everyone is welcome. Register via 
ChurchSuite or the sign-up sheet. 
Happy Party! Fri 30th Jan, 6-8.30pm 
We’re having a party to celebrate us and all the 
good things we’ve done as a church. We’ll provide 
the food; you bring the drink. Let us know you’re 
coming by adding your name to the sign-up sheet 
in church. 
Valentine Quiz: Sat 14th Feb, 6-8.30pm 
Sign-up for the first quiz of the year via 
ChurchSuite or on the sign-up sheet in church. This 
event is free to attend, but if you are able, please 
bring a dish to share (on a plate or in a container 
ready to go straight onto the table). Please label 
your container or plate with your name, so it gets 
back to you! 
 

Dates for your diaries 
Fri 30th January: 6-8.30pm              Happy Party 
Sat 14th February: 6-8.30pm           Valentine Quiz 
Wed 18th February                            Ash Wednesday 

 
Contacts  
Clergy 
Rev Gareth Howles - 07795 268997 
vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk 

mailto:office@pudseyparish.org.uk
mailto:vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk


Notices for this sheet to be sent by Wednesday 11am to office@pudseyparish.org.uk 0113 2577843 

www.pudseyparish.org.uk 

Shirley’s Reflection 

 

[Jesus' parents] found Him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. Everyone was amazed at His understanding and answers. His mother said to 
Him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for 
you." "Why were you searching for me?" He asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's 
house?" (Luke 2: 45-49) 
 
We read in Hebrews 4:15 that Jesus was 'without sin', but this does appear to be a case of 
thoughtlessness on Jesus' part; it certainly leaves us with lots of questions! The setting is a visit by 
Jesus, for the first time, with His parents, on their regular journey to Jerusalem for the Passover feast, 
when He was twelve. Apparently, it was the custom to take boys to a temple festival, before, at 13, 
they became members of the synagogue, with responsibility for following God's law, to help them 
prepare for this. 
 
They would be camping near Jerusalem and spending most of the time in the temple courts during 
the week-long festival, but Jesus would not be able to join with Joseph, until the next year, in the 
main ceremonies. So, did He not spend much time with His parents, or always return to their tent at 
night? They certainly seemed to trust Him, as they were not concerned as to where He was when 
they set off for home at the end of the feast. Had they not made clear to Him that they would be going 
home the next day? 
 
We're told that His parents found Him after 3 days - the journey out when He was not found at 
nightfall, the journey back and the day they found Him in the temple. We notice that Mary speaks of 
'your father and I' and Jesus had to be in 'my Father's house.' It must have been at this time of 
questioning the religious teachers that Jesus came to understand their ideas of pleasing God through 
all their rule-keeping and 'holy' behaviour, which He later criticised in His preaching and teaching, so, 
for Him, it was a very valuable time. What appeared to be thoughtlessness was more a case of lack 
of communication and priorities for Jesus. We then read that Jesus obeyed His parents and "grew 
both in body and wisdom, gaining favour with God and people." but this had been another episode for 
His mother to treasure! (Luke 2: 51-52). 
 
Have you also found, looking back over your life, how God used experiences in the past to prepare 
you for what He had for you later? I was greatly helped at school by having the French Assistant 
lodging with us and realising I could speak French as she did rather than with an English accent, 
which was a great help when I lived in France for a year, and had to speak at events on other visits. 
More importantly, I've been grateful for the teaching of another member of staff at school for showing 
me what it meant to be a Christian and teaching me that prayer is as important in our spiritual life as 
air to our physical being, and Bible reading as important as food, if we are to grow in our relationship 
with God and mature as His disciples. 
 
It's important for our children and young people to learn, from today's experiences, what will help 
them in later life, including attitudes to God and Jesus, family members and other people, school and 
church, habits, encouragements and caring guidance and discipline. May we be faithful in praying for 
parents, teachers and other adults in their life, our relationship with them, and, particularly, for the 
Parenting Course starting now.    
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