Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 25" January 2026 — The Third Sunday after Epiphany/Conversion of Paul

This Sunday

9.00am Service with Holy Communion

10.30 am Service of the word

6.30 pm Communion Service

Readings 1 Corinthians 1: 10-18
Matthew 4: 12-23

Collect

God of all mercy,

your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,

release to the captives,

and freedom to the oppressed:

anoint us with your Holy Spirit

and set all your people free

to praise you in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Flowers in memory of Ivor & Elsie Smith,
with love from Sylvia Rusling.

Diary for the week

Monday 26" January

9.30am—-11.15am  ABC baby & toddler group
12.45 pm —2.15 pm Ruth Connect Group

7.00 pm Bible Course

Tuesday 27" January

9.30am—-11.15am  ABC baby & toddler group

6.00 pm Beavers

Wednesday 28" January

10 am Midweek Communion

12 pm-2.30 pm Esther Connect Group
6.00 pm Vicars Hour by appointment
6.00 pm Cubs

7.30 pm Scouts

Thursday 29 January
11.30 am-1.30 pm Connect

Free light lunch served, open to all the community.
8.00 pm —9.00 pm  Parenting for Faith

Please note this is not in church — please ask for details.
Friday 30" January
6.00 pm —8.30 pm

Happy Party

Next Sunday 1° February 2026

9.00 am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Morning Worship no communion
6.30 pm Evening Service

Readings 1 Corinthians 1: 18-end
John 2: 1-11

Notices

This week it’s Churches Together in Pudsey’s ‘Pulpit
Exchange’. Gareth is elsewhere, and we offer a
warm welcome to Janet Cooper from the Moravian
church in Fulneck.

Schools in Church

We'd like to be able to offer the local primary
schools the chance to come in to church to learn
more about the Easter story. To make this
important outreach possible, we need a team to
help. If you’re willing to get involved welcoming
the children, supporting the activities & maybe
dressing up! Your contribution would make a real
difference. This is a great chance to share the
message of Easter and to strengthen our
connection with local schools. Please speak to
Gareth or Sally.

Bible Course

It was great to see so many of you at the bible
course, we still have room for more, so if you fancy
joining the group you’d be more than welcome. It
continues in church on Monday 26" January at
7pm. Come along and deep dive into the best-
selling book of all time!

Happy Party! Fri 30t Jan, 6-8.30pm

We’re having a party to celebrate us and all the
good things we’ve done as a church. We'll provide
the food; you bring the drink. Let us know you’re
coming by adding your name to the sign-up sheet
in church.

Valentine Quiz: Sat 14" Feb, 6-8.30pm

Sign-up for the first quiz of the year via
ChurchSuite or on the sign-up sheet in church. This
event is free to attend, but if you are able, please
bring a dish to share (on a plate or in a container
ready to go straight onto the table). Please label
your container or plate with your name, so it gets
back to you!

Dates for your diaries
Sat 14t February: 6-8.30pm
Wed 18t February

Valentine Quiz
Ash Wednesday

Notices for this sheet to be sent by Wednesday 11am to office@pudseyparish.org.uk 0113 2577843

www.pudseyparish.org.uk


mailto:office@pudseyparish.org.uk

Shirley’s Reflection

How clearly the sky reveals God's glory! How plainly it shows what He has done. (Psalm 19: 1)

The law of the Lord is perfect; it gives new strength. The commands of the Lord are trustworthy giving
wisdom to those who lack it. (Psalm 19:7)

This Psalm is in 2 halves, and the verses above introduce each half, with the first half referring to the
natural world and the second to the spiritual world - people's relationship with God. Someone pointed
out recently that the natural world reveals its Creator-GOD and the second the relationship of God
with His people; the LORD, printed in the Old Testament in capital letters, is not any old lord or
master but the personal Lord of His people. This name of God was given to His ancient people
through Moses (Exodus 3: 13-14) and means | AM. God has no beginning or end, He is always
present, faithful, loving and reliable.

When the Psalmist speaks of the sky, he is referring particularly to the night sky, as he would see it.
Now, to see it as he did, people have to go to specially designated places, away from the bright lights
of towns and cities. There they marvel at the vastness and wonder of the milky way and other large
named stars, like the Psalmist did. His message is that the glory of such a sky tells us something
about the glory of God its Creator. We have TV programmes showing other marvels of the natural
world and how it all interacts for the good of all God's creatures. During, and since Covid, people
have discovered the healing, calming effect of time spent in that natural world, God's provision of
care and blessing for troubled or anxious people.

In the second half of the Psalm, we read of 5 different words for God's 'law' and 5 different ways in
which it reveals God's will for His people and the benefits that gives them. We have the added benefit
of seeing those ways lived out in the Lord Jesus Christ, reviving, showing wisdom, joy, guidance and
right living in all His dealings with people who came to Him. The Psalmist knew God's requirements
for his life and sacrificed animals in his place to seek God's forgiveness when he got it wrong. We
can know forgiveness, when we bring our wrongs and failures to God, through faith in Jesus' death
on the cross. There, He became the sacrifice for the punishment we deserve and brings us into the
family of God, as His children, accepted and loved, here and now, and in His glorious presence for
ever.
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