Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 7" June 2026 — The First Sunday After Trinity

This Sunday

9.00am  Service with Holy Communion

10.30 am Service of The Word

Readings Hebrews 1 & Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
6.30 pm Holy Communion with anointing
Readings Revelation 2: 8-11 & Luke 8: 41-56

Collect

God of truth, help us to keep your law of love
and to walk in ways of wisdom, that we may
find true life in Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.

Diary for the week

Monday 8" June
9.30am—-11.15am  ABC toddler & baby group.
7.00 pm PCC Meeting

Tuesday 9% June
9.30am—-11.15am  ABC toddler & baby group.
6.00 pm Beavers

Wednesday 10" June

10.00 am Midweek Communion
6.00 pm Vicars Hour

6.00 pm Cubs

7.30 pm Scouts

Thursday 11" June
11.30 am-1.30 pm Connect Lunch
Free light lunch served, open to all the community.

Next Week Sunday 14" June

9.00 am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
Readings Hebrews 2 & Matthew 9: 35-10: 23
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Service

Readings Revelation 2: 8-11 & Luke 11: 14-28

Notices

Praise Party and Picnic — 28" June - 3pm
Hosted by Churches together in Pudsey.
An opportunity to invite friends and family to an
upbeat celebration of who God is in church and

followed by a bring your own picnic to be eaten
in the grounds. If you can help or want to get
involved, please see Bev Stephenson.

Summer Holiday Club

We're exploring whether we can run a Summer
Holiday Club in August again this year. Last
year’s was a real success and great fun to be
part of, and it only happened because of our
brilliant volunteers. If you might be able to help
in anyway, please contact the church office.

Meeting the Vicar

Meetings with Gareth are back! To book an
appointment please see Gareth to discuss where
you are on your journey of faith and how our
church can support you.

Quiz Nights

Coming up, save the date!

Sat 4th July — The War Years

Sat 26th Sept. Cowboys and Country & Western

Our quiz master, Mandi is having a medical op.
just before the War Years Quiz; additional help
is needed on the night. Please speak to Mandi or
add your name to the sign-up sheet.

Free tickets for the quiz are available by
scanning the QR code on the poster in church or
through ChurchSuite.

Contacts

Clergy

Rev Gareth Howles - 07795 268997
vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk

Parish Administrator

Sally Corbin-Smith — 0113 2577843
office@pudseyparish.org.uk
Church Wardens

Marian Ashby — 07971 323749
Trevor Newbold — 07999 710320
Pastoral Care Team
pastoral@pudseyparish.org.uk
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Shirley’s Reflection

"To each of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. ...It was He who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists and some to pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. (Ephesians 4:9, 11 & 12).

This is one of several lists of gifts of the Spirit, given to God's people for the church (Christ's body) to function
effectively and grow. These gifts are of 'words', to support those whose gifts are of 'service' both of which are
equally important and necessary in the church. The word 'apostles' refers to people who had been with Jesus
during His earthly life, as Peter pointed out when choosing a 'replacement' for Judas. (Acts 1: 21). It comes
from a Greek verb meaning 'to send' understood to be 'sent with a message’. Paul was also added when he
saw Jesus in a vision on the road to Damascus and became the apostle to Gentiles. The word 'apostle' is not
applied to people today by most churches.

Prophets, in the Old Testament, received God's messages for His people, either in judgment or blessing,
according to their relationship with Him, and included news of the coming Messiah. No Christians today have
such a long-term ministry, but some people are given an insight into the near future and helped to see how
Bible passages apply to it. We are more familiar with evangelists, pastors and teachers and are really blessed,
in our church, for all who preach the gospel and teach us from the Bible and care for us at difficult times. All of
us can do 'acts of service' at times, but some people have a particular gift of service.

The thing about good relationships is that they grow and mature and sometimes move on to something new,
and that can happen in our relationship with God as in the first days of the church. All the Jerusalem Christians
seem to have lived together, and a problem arouse about the food distribution. So, 7 men, 'full of the Spirit
and wisdom' were chosen to deal with the problem (Acts 6: 1-6). Then we later hear of two of them preaching
and teaching, (Acts 6: 1-6). One of them called Stephen preached a long sermon which showed how the Jews
of his day were just as rebellious as their ancestors had been, by refusing to accept God's Messiah.

They stoned him to death in their fury, and He died using very similar words to those Jesus used from the
cross (Acts 7:59). We read that a young and ardent Pharisee named Saul, later known as Paul, was there giving
approval to their action. This way of facing death was probably one of the things that brought him to that
glorious conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9). Philip, another of the 7, was sent to help an African
reading out loud from Isaiah 52 - 53, about the terrible suffering of the Lord's servant. Philip told him how
Jesus had fulfilled that prophecy and the man was baptised there and then and went on his way rejoicing
(Acts 8: 26-40).

During the 50+ years I've worshipped here, a number of people have been called to full-time ordained
ministry or local lay ministry. It may be that God will call one or more of you to such a role and the rest of the
church will be glad to support you in prayer and encouragement. It would be good if someone were called to
try your hand at writing one of these reflections! May we all play our part in supporting one another to know
and do God's will, and to share with others the gospel of God's love and grace in Christ Jesus.
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