Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 2" August 2026 — The Ninth Sunday After Trinity

This Sunday
9.00am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service of the Word
Readings Hebrews9

Matthew 14: 13-21
6.30 pm Holy Communion with anointing
Readings Psalm 85 & John 6: 24-35

Collect

Gracious Father,

revive your Church in our day,

and make her holy, strong and faithful,

for your glory’s sake in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Flowers in memory of Pilot Squire Lightowler.
From Joan Rook.

Diary for the week

Tuesday 4" August

2.00 pm Mothers Union Meeting
Wednesday 5" August

10.00 am Midweek Communion
6.00 pm Vicars Hour

Thursday 6" August

11.30 am-1.30 pm Connect Lunch

Free light lunch served, open to all the community.

Next Week Sunday 9" August

9.00 am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
& baptism
Readings Hebrews 10
Matthew 14: 22-33
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Service
Readings Psalm 86 & John 6: 35, 41-51

Notices

Children And Youth Groups

Don’t forget as schools out for summer, our
children and youth groups that usually meet
during the Sunday services are taking a break.
The creche will still be available, along with
some pared back activities in the narthex. All
ages groups welcome.

Church Bells in the news!

If you get chance, do take a look online at West
Leeds Dispatch, there’s a lovely article by our
own Catriona Mossop all about our church bells.
Pudsey Summer Flower Show

On Sat 5% Sept the Pudsey Allotments and
Cottage Gardeners' Association Summer Show
takes place in church and we will be running the
café from 2-5pm. Please let Sally know if you
can help in the kitchen.

Alpha

We're excited to share that our next Alpha
Course begins Thursday 24th September, here in
church. Alpha is a relaxed space to explore life,
faith, and big questions. Each week includes a
short video, open conversation and plenty of
room to listen, wonder and discover. It’s for
anyone; whether you're curious about
Christianity, new to church or simply wanting a
fresh start. If you’d like to come along, the
sign-up sheet is available in church or via
ChurchSuite.

Dates for your diaries
Sat 5t Sept Pudsey Allotments and
Cottage Gardeners' Association Summer Show

Sun 6" Sept Pudsey Scarecrow Festival

Thu 24t Sept Alpha Course launches

Sat 26th Sept Cowboys, Country & Western Quiz
Tickets are limited, get yours now via
ChurchSuite.

Connect with us.

Want to keep up to date with church news and
events? Join us on ChurchSuite and get our weekly
newsletter delivered every week.
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Jonathan’s Reflection

This Hope in God

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15: 13).

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds. (Hebrews 10: 23-24)

When we talk about hope, it's really wishful thinking about the weather, sport, health, or the results
of examinations; things largely out of our control. But Bible hope is something definite based on the
promises of our faithful God. The New Testament letters speak quite a lot about this hope and point
to the sure hope of being with Jesus when we die, and particularly to His return at the end of time.
Then all believers in Jesus will be with Him in His Father's presence and “He will wipe away every
tear ... and there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things
has passed away." (Revelation 21: 4).

Christians in those days and, in some parts of the world ever since, needed reminders of this eternal
hope and were encouraged to know that "God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble
you". (2 Thessalonians 1: 6). Therefore they (and we) are told “"Do not take revenge ... for it is
written: 'It is Mine to avenge; | will repay' says the Lord"”. Romans 12: 19). In fact, many of them do
pray for their persecutors and show the love and good deeds of Hebrews 10. The fact that God will
avenge and repay evil-doers has led to the saying that, when Jesus returns, He will right all wrongs.

With such assurance, as Paul writes in Romans 15, all who suffer in any way for their faith in Jesus can
know God's peace and even His joy in their suffering (James 1: 2-3). It has been said that 'joy is peace
dancing' and 'peace is joy resting'. We certainly need to pray for our brothers and sisters who do
suffer for their faith and for Christian organisations who minister to their needs. All who hope in
God's promises can be greatly encouraged by them, for they are "an anchor for the soul, firm and
secure" (Hebrews 6: 19).

Titus 2 :13 - 14 reminds us that this is a blessed hope - "the glorious appearing of our great God and
Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do what is good." And in 1 Corinthians 15: 58 Paul
gives us the encouragement to "Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you
know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain." It's so good to know that when the Holy Spirit
enables us to God's will, He sees, knows, and rejoices, even though we may not be aware of its
effects.

Does the 'God of hope' have hopes for the human race, which has wandered so far from Him? In 2
Peter 3v 9, Peter assures us that "God is not slow in keeping His promise ... He is patient ... not
wanting anyone to perish." May that encourage us, in the troubles of the world around us, to pray
and work for His bringing more and more people to know His love and grace and the sure hope of
eternal life, begun here on earth, and in His glorious presence when He comes to reign.
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