Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 5% July 2026 — The Fifth Sunday After Trinity

This Sunday
9.00am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service of the Word
Readings Hebrews5

Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30
6.30 pm Holy Communion with anointing
Readings Revelation 3: 1-6

Luke 18:31-19: 10

Collect

Almighty God, send down upon your Church
the riches of your Spirit,

and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Flowers for the Hamilton family.
From Kerry Stewart.

Diary for the week

Monday 6" July

9.30am—-11.15am  ABC toddler & baby group.
7.00 pm W.I. Opera for the people
Tuesday 7t July

9.30am—-11.15am  ABC toddler & baby group.

2.00 pm MU ‘colour & chat’
6.00 pm Beavers

Wednesday 8t July

10.00 am Midweek Communion
1.30 pm Funeral

6.00 pm Vicars Hour

6.00 pm Cubs

7.30 pm Scouts

Thursday 9" July
11.30 am-1.30 pm

Connect Lunch

Free light lunch served, open to all the community.

Next Week Sunday 12" July

9.00 am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion with baptism.
Readings Hebrews 6

Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Service
Readings Revelation 3: 7-13

Luke 19: 41-20:8

Notices

St. Georges Crypt — appeal for bottled water
During this hot weather, St George’s Crypt needs
bottled water for those they care for. If you're able
to donate bottles, we’ll be collecting at church on
Sunday 5th July and Sunday 12th July.

Connect Lunch - help needed on Thu 16t July

A couple of people are needed to help in the
kitchen with prep & serving, from 11am-1.30pm. If
you're available, please email
office@pudseyparish.org.

A Summer Evening of Song — Opera for the
people with Nicola Mills

Pudsey Women'’s Institute are hosting this event
in church on Monday 6% July at 7pm. Tickets are
£10 which includes nibbles & fizz, please call
07851 380722 to book.

Mothers Union: Colour & Chat!

The next meeting is on Tuesday 7th July at 2pm
in church for “Colour and Chat”. A relaxed
afternoon of colouring creativity and good
conversation. Light refreshments will be served.
Everyone’s welcome to join in.

Dates for your diaries

Thu 24t Sept Alpha Course launches
Come and explore faith with us —and why not
invite a friend to come too. More details to
follow shortly.

Sat 26th Sept Cowboys, Country & Western Quiz

Contacts

Clergy: Rev Gareth Howles - 07795 268997
vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk

Parish Administrator

Sally Corbin-Smith — 0113 2577843
office@pudseyparish.org.uk
Church Wardens

Marian Ashby — 07971 323749
Trevor Newbold — 07999 710320
Pastoral Care Team
pastoral@pudseyparish.org.uk

Notices for this sheet to be sent by Wednesday 11am to office@pudseyparish.org.uk 0113 2577843.
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Shirley’s Reflection

Prayer
Jesus understands every weakness of ours, because He was tempted in every way that we

are. But He did not sin! So, whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the
throne of our merciful God. There we will be treated with undeserved kindness, and we will
find help. (Hebrews 4: 15-16)

We are certain that God will hear our prayers when we ask for what pleases Him. And if we
know that God listens when we pray, we are sure that our prayers have already been
answered. (1 John 5: 14-15)

Caring earthly fathers love to hear their children asking for things as it shows their trust and
dependence. But the answer to their requests could be 'yes', 'no’, or' wait' - 'not now but
later'. He knows what is right for now, what is or would be unsuitable at any time, and what is
not right for now but will be later. Our loving heavenly Father also recognises our trust and
dependence on Him when we pray and will give similar replies. Amy Carmichael, a Christian
girl with a dark complexion and brown eyes, prayed for blue eyes with a 'no' answer. She then
spent all of her adult life, setting up and running a loving Christian Home for unwanted or
abused children in south India and then understood how God made her so like those children
that she was quickly accepted as their 'mother’.

We approach God through Jesus, who died to take the punishment for our sins and make us
acceptable to God. He fully understands our challenges and failures when tempted, because
He faced temptation too. The temptation is always to do something our way instead of God's,
and sometimes it seems very attractive, especially when God's way seems really hard, as it
was for Jesus (Luke 22: 39-46). There He faced the cross in a real prayer struggle. But after
that repeated prayer, He was able to do God's will with courage and serenity. Because of Jesus
we can come 'bravely', some versions say 'boldly', when we approach God in prayer, as to our
loving and merciful Father, sharing all our joys and sorrows, doubts and questions,
repentance, thanksgiving, and praise. But our requests must always add, as Jesus' did: "Yet not
my will but Yours be done".

In her later years, Amy Carmichael was unable to work with the children but daily wrote a
'‘thought for the day,' for all the others in that home. In a collection of her thoughts called
'Edges of His ways', the entry for last Saturday, (my birthday and Seb and Lily's wedding day!)
said: - "When we pray for something we want very much, it's good to remember that our
Father delights to give us joy. ... it is right to ask, and to ask earnestly only with this 'if' in the
depths of our hearts: " If it be Thy blessed will; if it be for thy glory" and, as Paul tells us in
Romans 8: 26-27, the Holy Spirit will guide us, when we don't know how to pray.
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