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Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 12th July 2026 – The Sixth Sunday After Trinity

This Sunday 
9.00 am       Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am     Service with Holy Communion  

Readings    Hebrews 6  
                      Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 
6.30 pm       Evening Prayer Service 

Readings    Revelation 3: 7-13 
                      Luke 19: 41-20:8 
 

Collect 
Creator God, 
you made us all in your image: 
may we discern you in all that we see, 
and serve you in all that we do; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Flowers  in memory of Bill, Jean & Julie Evans. 
                      From Carol Benedict 

 
Diary for the week  
Monday 13th July 
9.30 am – 11.15 am      ABC toddler & baby group. 
7.00 pm                PCC meeting 
Tuesday 14th July 
9.30 am – 11.15 am      ABC toddler & baby group. 
6.00 pm                           Beavers 
Wednesday 15th July 
10.00 am                          Midweek Communion                      
6.00 pm                            Cubs 
7.30 pm                            Scouts 
Thursday 16th July 
11.30 am-1.30 pm     Connect Lunch 
Free light lunch served, open to all the community. 
1.30 pm – 4.30 pm         Visiting organist 
 

Next Week Sunday 19th July 
9.00 am            Service with Holy Communion 
10.30 am          Service of the Word 

Readings        Hebrews 7  
                           Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
6.30 pm            Prayer & Praise Service 

Readings        Revelation 3: 14-22 
                           Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 
 

Notices  
St. Georges Crypt – appeal for bottled water 
Sunday 12th July is the final day for your 
donations of bottled water for St George’s 
Crypt.  
Connect Lunch – 16th July 
A couple of extra pairs of hands are needed at 
Connect Lunch on the 16th July from 11am-
1.30pm to help prep & serve food. Please email 
the office if you’re available. 
Thank you! 
Thanks to everyone who attended our War 
Years Quiz, it was well attended and a great 
evening. Congratulations to our winning team! 
We raised just shy of £200 for the work of the 
church. Thanks to all who helped with setup, 
décor, kitchen, raffle, clearing up and chairs. 
Your support keeps our community events 
running smoothly.  
And a big thank you to Mandi, our quiz master, 
and to Lily for leading the singing along. 
 

Dates for your diaries 
Sat 5th Sept               Pudsey Allotments and      
Cottage Gardeners' Association Summer Show 
  
Sun 6th Sept              Pudsey Scarecrow Festival 
 
Thu 24th Sept            Alpha Course launches  
Come and explore faith with us – and why not 
invite a friend to come too. More details to 
follow shortly. 
 
Sat 26th Sept Cowboys, Country & Western Quiz 

 

Contacts  
Clergy: Rev Gareth Howles - 07795 268997 
vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk 
Parish Administrator 
Sally Corbin-Smith – 0113 2577843 
office@pudseyparish.org.uk 

Church Wardens 
Marian Ashby – 07971 323749 
Trevor Newbold – 07999 710320 
Pastoral Care Team  
pastoral@pudseyparish.org.uk 
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Shirley’s Reflection 
Christian Basics - The foundation [of our faith is] repentance from acts that lead to death and faith 
in God, instruction about baptisms, and the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and 
eternal judgment. (Hebrews 6: 1b-2) 

 
The writer to the Hebrews is addressing his letter to people of Jewish origin who have become 
Christians, with clear teaching about the inadequacies of the Jewish faith for salvation and the 
assurance of salvation in Jesus Christ. Now, because of persecution, they are tempted to go back to 
Jewish rites and rituals. He tells them they should not need to go over the foundations of the 
Christian faith, once they'd come to faith in Jesus, but sometimes it is good for us all to go back to the 
basics of our faith as we introduce new believers to them. 
 
We might not choose exactly the same basics but would certainly want to start with the need of 
repentance for doing things our way, even if we know it's wrong. Repentance means changing 
direction and is something we need to do throughout our Christian life - getting back to God's way of 
living, putting Him and His will first and caring for others. Then, because of Jesus' death in our place, 
we can know that our faith in Him restores us to God's forgiveness and love. People who come to that 
place of repentance and faith in God for the first time often speak of a new sense of peace and being 
loved. 
 
The word used for 'baptisms' is the same word as that used for Jewish ritual washings, done regularly 
as an outward symbol of wanting to be right with God, but not cleansing the conscience. The readers 
of this letter would have learnt that Christian baptism is a sign of new life in Christ, done once to 
show publicly that, through faith in His death in our place we are accepted as 'clean' in God's eyes. 
That baptism would normally be for adults who had come to that faith and would be by immersion 
(as in some churches today) symbolising death to the old selfish way of life and rising to new life in 
Christ. But, in some cases, whole households would be baptised and that would include infants and 
children, (e.g. Acts 29 - 33) assuming that they would be brought up in the faith of Christ. 
 
'Laying on of hands' was a way of commissioning people for a specific ministry or service, symbolising 
the Holy Spirit leading them in it. Then Jewish people believed in a final resurrection on the last day 
when the Messiah would take His people into God's presence. But Jesus taught that we would go to 
be with Him when we died, as He assured the penitent thief on the cross next to Him (Luke 23: 43), "I 
promise that today you will be with Me in paradise." 'Eternal judgment' will be when Jesus returns 
and will judge whether we shall spend eternity in God's presence or excluded from it. We are assured 
that through faith in Jesus we shall indeed be in God's presence for all eternity (John 3: 16). 
 
We can't know who else is included in that number, and how God will deal with people we have 
prayed for for years, in the last days, minutes, even seconds of their life on earth, and with those who 
have never heard the gospel, but we can trust in God as Abraham did in Genesis 18: 25 when he said, 
"You are the judge of all the earth and You do what is right". As God's people here in Pudsey, with 
our friends in other churches, let us praise God for His faithfulness to His promises, and thank Him for 
the assurance of eternal life in His glorious presence. And let us pray for His Holy Spirit to lead us in a 
way of life that honours Him and draws others into His love, grace, forgiveness, and eternal life.  
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