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Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church 
Sunday 26th July 2026 – The Eighth Sunday After Trinity

This Sunday 
9.00 am       Service of the Word 
10.30 am     Service of the Word 

Readings    Hebrews 8 
                      Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
6.30 pm       Evening Prayer Service   

Readings    Psalm 75 & John 6: 1-21                       
 

Collect 
Lord God, 
your Son left the riches of heaven 
and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Flowers      remembering parents &   
grandparents, from the Crossland family. 

 
Diary for the week  
Wednesday 29th July 
10.00 am                          Midweek Communion 
6.00 pm                            Vicars Hour 
Thursday 30th July 
11.30 am-1.30 pm     Connect Lunch 
Free light lunch served, open to all the community. 
Friday 31st July 
6.00 pm                            Wedding Rehearsal 
Saturday 1st August 
1.00 pm     The marriage of  

   Paul & Natalie 
 

Next Week Sunday 2nd August 
9.00 am            Holy Communion Service 
10.30 am          Service of the Word 

Readings        Hebrews 9 
                           Matthew 14: 13-21 
6.30 pm            Holy Communion with anointing 

Readings        Psalm 85 & John 6: 24-35 
 
 
 
 

Notices  
Children And Youth Groups 
As the schools have broken up for summer, our 
children and youth groups that usually meet 
during the Sunday services are taking a break. 
The crèche will still be available, along with 
some informal activities in the narthex. 
We want to take this moment to thank all our 
wonderful CANDY volunteers for their time and 
energy throughout the year. We hope they 
enjoy a well-earned summer rest. 
Pudsey Summer Flower Show 
On Sat 5th Sept the Pudsey Allotments and      
Cottage Gardeners' Association Summer Show 
takes place in church and we will be running the 
café from 2-5pm. Please let Sally know if you 
can help in the kitchen.  
 

Dates for your diaries 
Sat 5th Sept               Pudsey Allotments and      
Cottage Gardeners' Association Summer Show 
  
Sun 6th Sept              Pudsey Scarecrow Festival 
 
Thu 24th Sept            Alpha Course launches  
Come and explore faith with us – and why not 
invite a friend to come too. More details to 
follow shortly. 
 
Sat 26th Sept Cowboys, Country & Western Quiz 
Tickets are limited, get yours now via 
ChurchSuite. 

 

Connect with us. 
Want to keep up to date with church news, events, and 
community life? Join us on ChurchSuite and get our 
weekly newsletter delivered every Friday. 
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Jonathan’s Reflection 
Reflection on Symbolism of "US" in the Bible 
This reflection is on symbolism with a focus on us and what we compare to in the Bible. 
 
There is the parable of the wheat and tares (Matthew chap 13 verses 24 - 30 and verses 36 to 
43). The wheat is believers and the tares are unbelievers. Therefore, believers are " wheat". 
 
The parable of the mustard seed  
(Matthew chap 13 verses 31 - 32). The mustard seed is a humble size of seed which grows into 
a large tree and the birds take lodge in its branches. Therefore, if the mustard seed is faith, the 
tree that grows from it is the miracle that the faith works and the birds that reside in the tree 
are the believers (that is the church). Therefore, we are the "birds". 
 
At one point in scripture 
(Matthew chap 4 verse 19) Christ says, " Follow me and I will make you fishers of men". I draw 
to note that some fish have the Greek abbreviation " ICHTHUS", which translates as Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Saviour. Therefore, if ICHTHUS means fish (as I believe it does) we are also 
the "fish". 
 
There is a parable (Matthew chap 25 verses 1 - 13) where Jesus compares the Kingdom of 
heaven to 5 wise and 5 foolish virgins. Therefore, those that have only the appearance of 
holiness (the 5 foolish virgins) look like believers but are ultimately lost and not part of the 
Kingdom of God. If we are true believers, we will do the works of God (which is to be the light 
of the world, as analogises well to the lamps of the wise virgins). As followers of Christ, we are 
the "5 wise virgins". 
 
In Matthew chap 5 verse 13 believers are compared to salt which cleanses and purifies. 
Therefore, we are the "salt". If salt loses its savour, it is worthless and only fit to be thrown 
out. Therefore, we must guard against spiritual complacency. 
 
Other symbolisms of God translate similarly to symbols of men. The Holy Spirit has been 
portrayed in form as a "dove". We may be impliedly " birds" as mentioned in one or two 
parables.  
 
Jesus is the "true vine" and we are the “branches" and "fruit" of it. Jesus was purer than any 
virgin when He came to be crucified, we are the 5 wise virgins (some of whom may even be 
martyred in this life). 
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