Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 16" August 2026 — The Eleventh Sunday After Trinity

This Sunday
9.00am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service of the Word

with full immersion baptisms
Readings Hebrews 11

Matthew 15: 10-28
6.30 pm  Prayer & Praise Service
Readings Psalm 90 & John 6: 51-58

Collect

God of glory,

the end of our searching,

help us to lay aside

all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom,
and to give all that we have

to gain the pearl beyond all price,

through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Flowers in memory of our parents.
From Margaret & David Tate

Diary for the week
Wednesday 19t August

10.00 am Midweek Communion
6.00 pm Vicars Hour
Thursday 20" August

11.30 am-1.30 pm Connect Lunch
Free light lunch served, open to all the community.
Friday 215 August

7.00 pm Music Rehearsal
Saturday 22" August
10.00 am Visiting Organists

Next Week Sunday 23rd August

9.00 am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
Readings Hebrews 12 & Matthew 16: 13-20
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Service

Readings Psalm 95 & John 6: 56-69

Notices

Congratulations to all the candidates being baptised in
church today. Please keep them in your prayers as they
take this amazing journey of faith.

Want to keep up to date with church news and events?
Join us on ChurchSuite by scanning the QR code and get our weekly newsletter delivered every week.

Children And Youth Groups

During the summer break, our children and
youth groups take a break, but the créche
remains open with simple activities for all age
groups in the narthex.

Alpha

Our next Alpha Course begins in church on
Thursday 24th September. Alpha is a relaxed
space to explore life, faith, and big questions.
Each week includes a short video, open
conversation and plenty of room to listen,
wonder and discover. It’s for anyone; whether
you’re curious about Christianity, new to church
or simply wanting a fresh start. If you’d like to
come along, the sign-up sheet is available in
church or via ChurchSuite.

Teddy Tombola

Do you have any spare teddies looking for a new
home? We’d love them for our Teddy Tombola.
Please leave donations in the labelled box.
Thank you.

Sunday Service Rotas

Rotas from September to December are being
organised shortly, please add any unavailability
to ChurchSuite or let Sally know. Thank you.
Tupperware & crockery!

We've got some Tupperware & crockery left
behind; please take home anything that belongs
to you.

Dates for your diaries
Sat 5t Sept Pudsey Allotments and
Cottage Gardeners' Association Summer Show

Sun 6" Sept Pudsey Scarecrow Festival

Thu 24t Sept Alpha Course launches

Sat 26th Sept Cowboys, Country & Western Quiz
Tickets are limited, get yours now via
ChurchSuite.




Shirley’s Reflection

Psalms for summer 2

How lovely is Your dwelling-place, O Lord Almighty! Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; they
are ever praising You. Blessed are those whose strength is in You, who have their hearts set on
pilgrimage. For the Lord God is a sun and shield. O Lord Almighty, blessed are those who trust in
You. (Psalm 84: 1, 4, 11, 12)

For God's ancient people the Temple was the one place where God's presence was to be found.
People from all over the country made the pilgrimage there at least once, and usually 3 times a year,
for special festivals, all including animal sacrifices to ask for God's forgiveness, or to celebrate His
goodness, mercy, and favour to them. It was made up of a series of courtyards leading to a relatively
small, roofed building where the people's worship was led by the priests. The end part of the building,
symbol of the place of God's closest presence, was screened off by a huge curtain and only the high
priest could enter once a year, when God's forgiveness was sought for all the sins of all God's
people.

It was a magnificent building and by its construction emphasised the holiness of God. Today, our
beautiful and ornate church buildings and cathedrals, help some people to appreciate God's holiness;
for others they make Him seem remote and less approachable. But for us, the presence of God is
known not through symbols, but through the human form of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. When He
was on earth, Jesus saw that the beautiful Temple building was keeping some people from God,
because the large outer court (the only place where non-Jews were allowed), had become a
marketplace for buying the animals to be sacrificed, so He drove out the animals and merchants.

When asked for a sign to show by what authority He did this, Jesus said that if they destroyed this
Temple, He would raise it again in 3 days, showing that He was now God's dwelling place on earth.
So, we don't need to live in our church buildings or go there to pray though for some people that is
helpful, because if we have committed our lives to Jesus, we are permanently in His presence
anywhere and everywhere. The fact that the huge curtain in the Temple was torn in two as Jesus
died on the cross, shows that, by His death for the punishment of our sin, God's presence was now
made open to all.

For Jewish people, the pilgrimage was the long trek to the Temple for a festival. For us, the journey of
life with Jesus is like a pilgrimage, in which He can use all the experiences we go through, to draw us
ever more closely to Him: We do so in His strength, with the sun of His presence to light our way and
His shield to protect us from anything that would draw us away from His loving presence. May we be
those who trust in Him and know His blessing in all life's joys, sorrows, and challenges.

Notices for this sheet to be sent by Wednesday 11am to office@pudseyparish.org.uk 0113 2577843.
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