Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 23" August 2026 — The Twelfth Sunday After Trinity

This Sunday

9.00am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
Readings Hebrews 12 & Matthew 16: 13-20
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Service

Readings Psalm 95 & John 6: 56-69

Collect

God of constant mercy, who sent your Son to
save us: remind us of your goodness, increase
your grace within us, that our thankfulness may
grow, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Flowers in memory of Marjorie Webber.
From Derek.

Diary for the week

Wednesday 26" August

10.00 am Midweek Communion
6.00 pm Vicars Hour

Thursday 27" August

11.30 am-1.30 pm Connect Lunch

Free light lunch served, open to all the community.

2.00 pm Wedding Rehearsal
Friday 28" August
2.00 pm The marriage of

Annabel Horner & Duncan Shaw

Next Week Sunday 30th August

9.00 am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
Readings Hebrews 13 & Matthew 16: 21-28
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Service

Readings Psalm 105: 1-15 & Mark 7: 1-23
Contacts

Clergy: Rev Gareth Howles - 07795 268997
vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk

Parish Administrator

Sally Corbin-Smith — 0113 2577843
office@pudseyparish.org.uk

Church Wardens

Marian Ashby — 07971 323749

Trevor Newbold — 07999 710320

Want to keep up to date with church news and events?
Join us on ChurchSuite by scanning the QR code and get our weekly newsletter delivered every week.

Pastoral Care Team
pastoral@pudseyparish.org.uk

Notices

Alpha

Is there someone you know who might enjoy
coming along to Alpha? A friend, a colleague or
someone who’s been asking you questions
about faith or life recently? Alpha is perfect for
the curious. No judgement, no pressure, just a
safe space to explore together. Grab an invite
card from the back of church to pass on. An
invitation from you could make all the
difference! A sign-up sheet is available in
church, or you can do it via ChurchSuite or by
scanning the QR code on the poster.

Mothers Union

On Tuesday 1%t September at 2pm in church the
Mothers’ Union meeting is entitled “Faith in
Action”. A talk by Denise Barrett. All are
welcome to come and find out how Mothers’
Union does this in the Leeds diocese and the UK
through the A.F.lLA. scheme. “Away From It All”
is a scheme that offers breaks to individuals or
families who are experiencing stress, hardship
or difficult circumstances.

Light refreshments available afterwards.
Sunday Service Rotas

Rotas from September to December are being
organised shortly, please add any unavailability
to ChurchSuite or let Sally know. Thank you.
Tupperware & crockery!

We've got some Tupperware & crockery left
behind; please take home anything that belongs
to you.

Dates for your diaries

Sat 5t Sept Pudsey Allotments and
Cottage Gardeners' Association Summer Show
Sun 6" Sept Pudsey Scarecrow Festival
Thu 24t Sept Alpha Course launches

Sat 26th Sept Cowboys, Country & Western Quiz
Tickets are limited, get yours now via
ChurchSuite.



mailto:vicar@pudseyparish.org.uk
mailto:office@pudseyparish.org.uk
mailto:pastoral@pudseyparish.org.uk

Shirley’s Reflection

Psalms for summer - 3 Psalm 121: 1-3, 7-8

I look to the hills! Where will | find help? It will come from the Lord, who created the heavens
and the earth. The Lord is your protector, and He won't go to sleep or let you stumble. The
Lord will protect you and keep you safe from all dangers. The Lord will protect you now and
always wherever you go.

Jerusalem is surrounded by hills, so why was the Psalmist looking to them? Did they remind him of
God's strength? That was more usually compared with the mountains. More probably he was
checking them for danger, as it was from them that enemy tribes and nations came to attack the Holy
City. No, his trust was in God who created the heavens and the earth, so could cope with mere
human enemies however strong they were.

God's ancient people had no personal relationship with God, unless He gave them the Holy Spirit for
a special position or task. Therefore, the only way they could know of His care and approval was by
His practical and material blessings. For Christians, they may sometimes apply, but His blessings to
us are more spiritual, because we are, with Jesus, facing spiritual enemies; in both cases His
permanent protection is vitally important.

The idea of God sleeping is laughable to us, as it was to Elijah, when he arranged a contest with
Baal-worshippers to prove to the Israelites who was the real God (1 Kings 18: 27). They spent all
morning trying to get through to Baal and Elijah told them to shout louder, perhaps their god was
asleep or on the loo or on a journey! Then with quiet prayer he showed who the real God is! As
someone with poor balance, | do tend to stumble and fall physically and pray each day the first time |
go downstairs, that | won't slip or stumble, trip or tumble then go through all the things that could
make me fall. So, when | do fall, the first question is 'why?' (usually because I've done something
stupid), but each day | don't fall, | thank our heavenly Protector!

But, for us all, as Christians, we can trust God to protect us spiritually as we maintain our relationship
with Him through regular prayer and Bible reading and worship with His people. The letter to the
Ephesians has much to say about spiritual warfare and reminds us (6: 10-17) of all the spiritual
armour God provides for us in Jesus, all of which are protective apart from 'the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God'. That was the weapon Jesus used (Matthew 4: 1-11) when tempted by the
devil after His baptism. And that's a good reason for us to pray particularly for those baptised last
Sunday, that they will be protected from temptation, as they continue their journey of faith.
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