Welcome to Pudsey Parish Church

Sunday 30" August 2026 — The Thirteenth Sunday After Trinity

This Sunday

9.00am  Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
Readings Hebrews 13 & Matthew 16: 21-28
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Service

Readings Psalm 105: 1-15 & Mark 7: 1-23

Collect

Almighty God,

you search us and know us:

may we rely on you in strength

and rest on you in weakness,

now and in all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Flowers Birthday memories of Doreen Kelk.

From Sue Kelk.

Diary for the week

Tuesday 1% September

2.00pm Mothers Union Meeting

Wednesday 2" September

10.00 am Midweek Communion

6.00 pm Vicars Hour

Thursday 3" September

11.30am - 1.30 pm Connect Lunch

3.00 pm - 6.00 pm Flower Show Set-Up

Friday 4" September

11.00 am Flower Show Dressing

6.00 pm - 10.30pm Flower Show
Registration/Staging

Saturday 5" September

The Pudsey Allotments & Cottage Gardeners'

Association Summer Show

9.00am —-11.00 am Judging

2.00 -5.30pm Open for the public

Next Week Sunday 6th September
9.00 am Service with Holy Communion
10.30 am Service with Holy Communion
Readings Colossians 1: 15-20

Matthew 8: 23-27
6.30 pm Evening Prayer Service

Want to keep up to date with church news and events?
Join us on ChurchSuite by scanning the QR code and get our weekly newsletter delivered every week.

Notices

Alpha

Are you relatively new to church and have questions
about faith? Why not try our Alpha course. Starting
on Thursday 24" September at 7pm with a home
cooked meal, followed by a short video and relaxed
conversation. There’s no pressure to speak, simply
come, listen, and take part as feels right for you.

Let us know you’re coming by scanning the QR code
on the poster in church or add your name to the
sign-up sheet. We’d love to welcome you!

Mothers Union

On Tuesday 1° September at 2pm in church the
Mothers’ Union meeting is entitled “Faith in Action”.
A talk by Denise Barrett. All are welcome to come
and find out how Mothers’ Union does this in the
Leeds diocese and the UK through the A.F.l.A.
scheme. “Away From It All” is a scheme that offers
breaks to individuals or families who are
experiencing stress, hardship, or difficult
circumstances. Light refreshments available.

Meet the Vicar

Meetings with Gareth continue. Sign up in Church,
for an informal chat about faith and how we as a
church can encourage and support you.

Sunday Service Rotas

Rotas from September to December are being
organised shortly, please add any unavailability to
ChurchSuite or let Sally know. Thank you.

Dates for your diaries - September
Sun 6% Pudsey Scarecrow Festival
Around the local community
Mon 7t/ ABC baby & Toddler Group Restarts
Tue 8
Mon 14 PCC Meeting
7.00pm
Sun 20*" Back to Church Sunday

Thu 24" Alpha Launch

7.00pm

Sat 26" Cowboys and Country & Western Quiz
6.00pm Tickets via CS or email the office

Sun 27t Harvest




Shirley’s Reflection
Psalms for Summer 4 - Psalm 119: 105, 112, 9

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. My heart is set on keeping Your
decrees to the very end. Young people can live a clean life by obeying Your word.

This longest of all the Psalms has 22 stanzas, each of 8 verses, beginning on consecutive letters
of the Hebrew alphabet and all of them in praise of God's Law. As well as the 10
commandments in Exodus 20 there are further chapters telling former slaves how to become
a nation, living in peace, justice, and harmony with each other under God, and how to relate
to other nations. In this Psalm they are referred to as commands, decrees, and statutes, and
all, together with the history of their ancestors, in 'God's word'.

As most people at the time were illiterate, they were taught God's law by rote and often
needed to be reminded of it. For us, God's word is the whole Bible, centring on the Gospel -
the life, death, resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and teaching by him and His early
followers as to how to live as His people. Jesus summed up 'the Law' for us in the commands
to love God with all our being and other people as ourselves, and He sent His Holy Spirit to
help and guide us in keeping them.

That guidance can be very clear at times but usually means carrying on with the life He has
given us, as we commit each day to Him in prayer. The psalm speaks of God's word being 'a
lamp to our feet', each step at a time, and 'a light to our path' when His guidance is for more
of the way ahead. In it all, we need, like the Psalmist to be determined to remain faithful in
keeping with those commands 'to the very end’.

When | became a Christian, in my early teens, | was taught that, in the Christian life, prayer is
as important as air to our bodies and Bible reading as important as food. It's great to hear how
young people in various parts of the world are hearing an inner voice of God, telling them to
read the Bible, rather as Tom was telling us recently how he was told to go and pray, and in
obeying that voice they are helped to know Jesus and His love, joy and peace. But whenever
we start on these two helpful habits, they keep us in that relationship with God in which He
can guide and use us for His glory and the blessing of those around us.
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